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28  December  1972 

 

RA-5C   156633  RVAH-13  USN  USS Enterprise 

 

LT Cdr  Alfred Howard Agnew  (POW) 

LT Michael Firestone Hailfley  (KIA) 

 

 
An RA-5C had just completed its photo run over a POL storage site when its escort 

warned of a MiG in the Vigilante’s eight o’clock position.  The escort vectored the 

Vigilante towards the coast and turned to attack the MiG.  However, before the MiG 

could be engaged it fired a missile which hit the Vigilante.  The aircraft caught fire and 

crashed into the sea.  The pilot ejected and was captured but his NFO was killed in the 

incident.  Lt Cdr Agnew was released on 29 March 1973.  Lt Cdr Agnew had served in 

AEW and ASW squadrons before converting to the reconnaissance role in the RA-5C.  

This was the 90th and last US aircraft shot down by a MiG during the war.  This was also 

the last of 26 RA-5C Vigilantes to be lost in Southeast Asia. 
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