“Vietnam — Air Losses”
United States Air Force
Navy and Marine corps

Fixed-Wing Aircraft Losses
In Southeast Asia 1961-1973

By: Chris Hobson
Midland Publishing

(re-printed with permission)

24 December 1972
A-7E 157503 VA-113 USN USS Ranger
LT Phillip Spratt CLARK (KIA)

Three Navy Corsairs set off for a daylight mining mission on the Chateau Renaud
Channel near Hon Gay. Low cloud and poor visibility meant that each aircraft had to
make its own individual run to drop its mines rather than making the drop in formation in
a single pass. As the last aircraft started its run the pilot saw a parachute descending
through the clouds moments after LT Clark reported that he had dropped his ordnance.
LT Clark came down in the sea about five miles south of Cam Pha and made three radio
transmissions to the aircraft overhead. His emergency beeper was also heard several
times but LT Clark did not survive. Search and rescue efforts were frustrated by bad
weather and approaching darkness. Whether he drowned or was killed during capture is
not known. The mortal remains of LT Clark were returned to the USA on 3 November
1988.

A force of 30 B-52s from U-Tapan flew missions over North Vietnam on Christmas Eve,
striking railway yards at Thai Nguyen and Kep. Improved tactics including an overland
approach over Laos and splitting the waves both in and out of the target area resulted in
all the bombers emerging from North Vietnam virtually unscathed. The second of two
Mig-21s to fall to a B-52 gunner (A1C Albert Moore of Ruby 3) was shot down during
the raid.
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MEYERKORD (DE-1058) WHEN A SAR ALERT WAS SOUNDED.

> AN A-T PILOTED BY LT CLARK OF VA-113 EMBARKED ON RANGER WAS DOWNED BY
ANTI-ATRCRAFT FIRE IN THE VICINITY OF CAT BA ABOUT 1k MILES EAST OF THE
HATPHONG COMPLEX. LTS DEWHIRST AND RAMSEY AND CREWS LAUNCHED AND WERE
ORBITTING IN THE VICINITY OF GRAND NORWAY ISLAND AWAITING CLEARANCE FROM
CTG 77.0. LT RAMSEY HAD REACHED A MINIMUM FUEL STATE AND WOULD HAVE TO
REFUEL WITHIN THE NEXT 20 MINUTES. CONSEQUENTLY CTU T7.0.0 REQUESTED LCDR
WALSH AND CREW TO PROCEED TO THE SCENE. SECNAV AND CINCPACFLT WERE INFORMED
OF THE NEED AND INSTANTLY GAVE THE SAR EFFORT A HIGHER PRIORITY. "BIG MOTHER"
DEPARTED WITH "DUSTY DOG" ASSUMING THE VIP TRANSFER. IT WAS INTERESTING TO
NOTE THAT THE "BIG MOTHER" ESCCRT DEVELOPED A JAMMED HOIST AND A UTILITY
HYDRAULIC SYSTEMS FAILURE DURING AND AFTER THE TRANSFER SO THE VIP MISSION WAS
ABORTED, HOWEVER, THE MISSION WAS AGAIN RESUMED ON CHRISTMAS DAY BUT THIS
TIME IT WAS COMPLETED SUCCESSFULLY BY A "BIG MOTHER". THE AREA WEERE LT
CLARK WAS LOCATED WAS WITHIN A MAZE OF SMALL ISLANDS AND THE CEILING WAS
250-300 FT, AGL. LCDR WALSH AND CREW RELIEVED LT RAMSEY WHILE THE PROTECTIVE
COVER OF RESCAP REMAINED ABOVE THE OVERCAST. FINALLY THE CLEARANCE WAS
GIVEK TO PROCEED. THE FLIGHT OF TWO "BIG MOTHERS" WORKED ITS WAY THROUGH
THE MAZE WHILE RESCAP DROPPED WELL BELOW THE OVERCAST TO GIVE VISUAL VECTORS.
COMMUNICATIONS SEEMED TO BE JAMMED ON ALL FREQUENCIES AND RESCAP AIRCRAFT
CONTINUED THEIR LOW PASSES TO PROVIDE VISUAL VECTORS. THE FLIGHT PROCEEDED
FOR ABOUT 10 MILES UNOPPOSED WHEN THE SAR WAS TERMINATED, LT CLARK COULD NOT
BE VISUALLY LOCATED DESPITE LOW PASSES BY THE ON SCENE COMMAND. AND RESCAP
ENCOUNTERED ENEMY FIRE AHEAD OF THE "BIG MOTHERS" FLIGHT PATH. WHEN THE

FLIGHT REVERSED COURSE TO EGRESS THE AREA IT CAME UNDER FIRE FROM SHORE
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POSITIONS. HOWEVER, DUE TO LOW CEILINGS, POOR VISIBILITY, AND DARKNESS,
THE ENEMY FIRE WAS INEFFECTIVE BUT THAT WAS OF LITTLE CONSOLATION, FOR THE
DISAPPOINTMENT FELT BY BOTH CREWS IN NOT RESCUING LT CLARK ON CHRISTMAS EVE
WAS VERY KEEN. AN IFR APPROACH, TERMINATING IF A NIGHT DLG LANDING, ENDED
9.5 HOURS OF FLIGHT TIME FOR THE OINC AND CREW.

ON CHRISTMAS DAY, A ONE DAY TRUCE WAS DECLARED AND THE DETACHMENT
CELEBRATED BY POSITIONING ONLY TWO AIRCRAFT ON SAR. MEANWHILE, BACK ON
AMERICA, THE OINC CONSULTED WITH CAG IN AN ATTEMPT TO HEAL THE WOUNDS
CREATED BY THE MISUNDERSTANDING OF THE 23RD. CAG STATED THE TIME WAS
RIGHT FOR ANOTHER MEETING WITH THE CAPTAIN AND LCDR WALSH ONCE AGAIN MADE
THAT LONG TRIP TO THE BRIDGE. THE RECEPTION TEIS TIME WAS CORDIAL AND
CONGRATULATORY WITH THE "BIG MOTHERS" RECEIVING NOTHING BUT PRAISE. THE
OINC DEPARTED THE BRIDGE KNOWING THAT AT LEAST A MORAL VICTORY WAS SCORED.

. 26-31 DECEMBER 1972
USS SARATOGA

O¥ 26 DECEMBER, HC-T DET 110 CROSSED DECKED TO THE SARATOGA. GONE WERE
THE DAYS OF THE FLIGET DECK CREWS ATTEMPTING TO MOVE TEE AYRCRAFT WITH THE
TTE DOWNS STILL ATTACHED. NO MORE WATTING FOR AS LONG AS 35 MINUTES FOR A
MANNED HELICOPTER TO BE RESPOTTED. THE SARA WOULD NOT ATTEMPT TO TURN
DURING ENGAGEMENT. THE WINDS WOULD BE CALLED CORRECTLY AND WITHIN PROPER
PARAMETERS FOR LAUNCH AND ABOVE ALL SARATOGA HAD OPERATED UNDER THE CV
GONCEPT. ONCE AGAIN QUARTERS WERE CRAMPED BUT THEN SO WAS EVERYONE'S, AND
THE "BIG MOTHERS" JOINED SARA'S CROWDED BUT HAPPY FAMILY. RELATIONS WERE
EXCELLENT AND ATROPS COULD EE DEPENDED UPON TO ESTABLISH HARD AND FAST
LAUNCH TIMES WITH ONLY MINOR DEVIATIONS FROM THE AIR PLAN.

DESPITE THE WARM RELATIONS EXPERTENCED ON THE SARATOGA, THE WAR AND 5

MINUTE ALERTS WENT ON AS USUAL, AND THE "BIG MOTHERS" DEMONSTRATED THAT THE
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